138                  FORTY YEARS IN INDIA.
Justice Telang. The whole tour was one immense success,
a demonstration of extraordinary advance,
" Alas, that such a bright morning should have been so
soon clouded! But God's ways are not as our ways;
and just when we appeared to be on the eve of a tremendous
upheaval of the Social Movement in India, the hand of
sickness fell with swift and relentless grip upon Com-
missioner Rahiman, necessitating her removal, almost at
the point of death, to England, and we lost at one sweep
both our loved Commissioners. The blow was severe and
crashing, but God never fails us."
Unfortunately the long and anxious strain of nursing
her mother, had left its mark upon the Consul,* and on
reaching Colombo her health was in such poor condition
that she was unable to attend many of the reception
meetings, and proceeded direct to Bombay, leaving the
party, with her sister Colonel Ruhani (afterwards Mrs.
Booth Hellberg) and myself to complete the tour through
South India.
On reaching Bombay in January, 1891, we found that
the Consul, instead of rallying from her illness as we had
hoped, had developed serious signs of anaemia, and the
doctor considered that the only hope of saving her life
was for her to proceed immediately to Europe. After
reaching England she began steadily to improve, but
medical opinion gave a very decided verdict that it would
be impossible for her to return at any time to India.
The Founder therefore appointed us as Foreign
Secretaries to supervise the work of The Anny in other
lands, under the direction of the then Chief of the Staff,
the present General. This post we occupied from 1891
to 1896, when the Founder desired us to take charge of
the work in the United States. In this position the Consul
helped to carry The Salvation Army through a partic-
ularly difficult crisis in its history, and endeared herself
greatly to the people of America.
It was on October s8th, 1903, when the Consul was
returning from a transcontinental tour, that the train
in which she was travelling was derailed, and the accident
* & special rank conferred on Mrs. Booth Tucker.